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Tuesday, May loth.
There was a phrase in the newspaper yesterday about the " great
and continual accumulation of unemployed capital in Paris ".
Here is an instance, which I know of, of how some people can
save even in a city where wages are generally low and living is
generally dear. A widow aged 56, lives alone in a single large
room in Montrouge, for which she pays 200 francs a year. She
is a sempstress, and goes out by the day. She is fully employed
and has often to ' refuse * days. Her wages axe 3 francs or 3^
francs and all food. If she does not take dinner in the house
she gets an extra half franc. In order to net this extra half
franc she often dines with one of her grown-up daughters. All
her clothes she manages to 'make' out of the sempstress's'perks',
lawful or unlawful. She has therefore an income of about 100
francs a month (for she works Sundays), and practically no
expenses. I am told she is always buying City of Paris stock
etc. etc. The thing is typically French. One of her daughters,
a loreite in quite a small way, has saved 8,000 francs in 3
years. A son, a picture-restorer, is also continually saving
money. On the other hand the eldest daughter, a dressmaker,
with a staff under her, is spendthrift and so is the youngest son,
just finishing his military term. There must be many families
like that in Paris, quietly and really prosperous.
Wednesday^ May nth.
Mrs. X------telegraphed me to go and dine with her.   She has
got still another butler, a bigger fool even than all the others.
She has been ill with fever, but looks as beautiful as ever. After
we had exchanged notes on everything, we began as usual talk-
ing about happiness, unhappiness, and the relations of the
sexes. She said her life was miserable. I said of course mine
was.
Yesterday I sketched out instalment 3 of " Hugo".
There are often signs that the Paris edition of the N.Y.
Herald is edited by a man who has a most peculiar and futile
sense of the grotesque. This morning there was a really extra-
ordinary sign. Apropos of Stanley's death,1 the leading article
was neither more nor less than a brief medical treatise on the
complaint of which he died, A general treatise, not at all with
special reference to Stanley! It gave detailed instructions about
1 Sir H. M. Stanley, the African explorer, had died the previous day.
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